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them and then returned to the site. Again He was playing
pranks without doing the allotted work. The king's
officials were checking the work done by the house
holders and noticed that except Vandhi's portion, the
work assigned had been completed.

The officials reported the matter to the king. He
was enranged and demanded to know who was
responsible for the portion which remained incomplete.
The Lord was produced before the king. He struck him
with his golden cane and the Lords dropped a basket of
sand on the breached site and vanished. The sand
thrown by the Lord, to the surprise of all, rose to be a big
mount and the breach was completely closed. The stroke
received by the Lord was felt by the entire Universe
including the king. The king was wonder-struck at this
and wanted to meet Vandhi. But a clestial Vimana came
to her and took her to Siva Loka.

The Lord appeared to the king and said that
Maanikkavaachakar had spent the money entrusted to
him on the Lord and his devotee, that the king chastised
him not knowing what had been done by him and that,
therefore, He had caused the river Vaigai to rise in
floods. The Lord also said that the blessed Vandhi who
had lovingly fed Him with the cakes prepared by her was
elevated to Siva Loka. Maanikkavaachakar's, the Lord
said, was an enlightened soul and he should, therefore,
be left to live according to his inclinations. The king was
blessed by the Lord with long life and great prosperity.
The Lord then disappeared.

The    king    profusely    regretted    to
Maanikkavaachakar for the wrongs done to him not
knowing his greatness. Maanikkavaachakar blessed the
king and said that, according to the injunctions of the